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Awards Application
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ILLNOIS LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION





[  ] I have read, understand and comply with the eligibility requirements and instructions for the 2015-2016 awards submission process
Project Name: 
Address of Project:

City: 




State:

	Company (Submitter) Name: 
Contact Name:

Address: 

City: 

State and Zip: 

Company Phone: 

Company Fax: 

Submitter Cell Phone:

Submitter’s Email: 

Company Website: 




[  ] This is a joint project with an ILCA member design firm

Due Dates:  
(Early) October 12, 2015
(Late) October 29, 2015

Payment Information
Payment Menu:

Submission made on or before October 12, 2015 (Early):

Submission Only

[  ] $300.00 Member

[  ] $695.00 Non-Member (includes one year of membership)
Submission made between October 13, 2015 and October 29, 2015 (Late):

Submission Only

[  ] $400.00 Member

[  ] $795.00 Non-Member (includes one year of membership)
Payment Type

[  ] MasterCard 
[  ] Visa 
[  ] Discover
 [  ] AmEx


[  ] Check (to be mailed)

Name on Card:

Credit Card Number: 

Expiration Date: 
Plaque Information 

One framed certificate will be awarded to each recipient of a Gold, Silver, or Merit Award. Your company name and project name will be listed on the certificate along with any additional names as listed below. Other entries will receive a Certificate of Recognition.
Project Name: 
Firm Name: 

Additional names are optional

Company or Individual Name 1: 

Title 1: 

Company or Individual Name 2: 
Title 2: 

Company or Individual Name 3: 
Title 3: 

If you would like to have more than three names / titles on the plaque, email additional names to thoute@ilca.net at the time of submission.
Excellence in Landscape Awards Program Entry Project Category 
(Choose only one)

	[  ]
	Commercial Landscape Construction

Date Completed:

[  ]Less than one acre

[  ]One acre or more

	[  ]
	Residential Landscape Construction

Date Completed:

[  ]Less than 15,000 square feet

[  ]15,000 square feet or more

	[  ]
	Commercial Landscape Maintenance

Date Assumed:

[  ]Less than one acre

[  ]One acre or more

	[  ]
	Residential Landscape Maintenance

Date Assumed:

[  ]Less than 15,000 square feet

[  ]15,000 square feet or more

	[  ]
	Specialty Element
Date Completed:

Type of Feature:

[  ]Hardscape

[  ]Playground

[  ]Carpentry

[  ]Water Feature

[  ]Lighting

[  ]Other: 

	[  ]
	Special Event

Date Completed:

	[  ]
	Ecological Planting
Date Completed:


Honors in Excellence (optional)

The Sustainable Landscaping, Heritage, and Decade Honors status indicates additional levels of achievement. To receive any one of these honors, the project must meet additional requirements. The project may be a first time entry or a five (Heritage) or ten-year entry (Decade).

Sustainable Landscaping Honors

Applicants may apply for Sustainable Landscaping Honors in any category. They must complete the Sustainable Construction or Maintenance supplements in order to be considered. The supplements are available on the website at: https://www.ilca.net/awards_submission.aspx
If the project does not receive Sustainable Landscaping Honors, it will not be eliminated but rather reviewed as a traditional entry.

Decade and Heritage Honors
Heritage Status

The project was installed more than five years ago and is being entered by the original installer or has been maintained continuously by the same maintenance company for more than five years.

Decade Status

The project was installed more than ten years ago and is being entered by the original installer or has been maintained continuously by the same maintenance company for more than ten years.

Applicants may apply for Sustainable, Heritage, and/or Decade Status in the following categories:

· Commercial Landscape Construction

· Residential Landscape Construction

· Commercial Landscape Maintenance

· Residential Landscape Maintenance

· Sustainable Landscape Construction

· Sustainable Landscape Maintenance

Check one:

[  ]
Sustainable Landscape Maintenance Honors

[  ]
Sustainable Landscape Construction Honors

[  ]
Heritage Status Honors

[  ]
Decade Status Honors


[  ]
None


Project Attributes

Please indicate below:

D = Designed, I = Installed, M = Maintained, S = Subcontracted, N = None or Not Applicable

	Feature
	Attribute
	Description

	Example: Lawns
	[x ]D [x]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	Kentucky Blue Grass sod

	
	
	

	Lawns
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Groundcovers
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Shrubs
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Trees
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Perennials
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Seasonal displays (ex. plantings, containers, decorations)
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Irrigation
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Grading
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Lighting
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	

	Decks
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Driveways
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Walkways
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Walls
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Terraces/Patios
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Water Features
	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


	Other:


	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	

	Other:


	[  ]D [ ]I [  ]M [  ]S [  ]N 
	


D = Designed, I = Installed, M = Maintained, S = Subcontracted, N = None or Not Applicable
Project Description (Maximum 350 words)

Tell the story of your project. Explain the requirements and the results. Be specific and give examples to paint a picture. Proofread carefully before submitting, as the judges will be using this description in their evaluations of your project. Do not include references to your company name or other company identification.

**The photo sequence you select will match your project description. Some applicants select the photograph sequence first and write the narrative to match, and others write the narrative first and then select the photo sequence that best matches.**
	


Photograph Submission Guidelines

1. Each project must have a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 12 photographs.


2. At least one photograph must be vertical (portrait).


3. You will need to submit a copy of your photos with an approximate size of 1200 x 1800 pixels at 300 dpi. (Please note that submissions of low resolution photos are no longer required).


4. Change the file names on your photos to follow the sequence of your project description. 
For example, name your files – photo1.jpg, photo2.jpg, photo3.jpg, etc…

5. Eliminate any company identification from photos or they will be disqualified.


6. Photos may not be altered to enhance finished product beyond adjustments to contrast and brightness.


7. Photos may be submitted by the due date in one of two ways:

· On a CD or flash drive mailed to the ILCA Headquarters. Write your company name and the project name on the face of the CD or flash drive. 
· Files must be jpeg only.
· Mail to: 

ILCA
2625 Butterfield Rd., Ste 104S
Oak Brook, IL  60523
· Upload your photos to Dropbox and email a link to information@ilca.net.

· Sign up for a free account at www.dropbox.com.
· Upload your photos into a folder with your company name and project name on it.

· Highlight your folder and click ‘Share link’.

· Add information@ilca.net in the recipient box and write your company name and project name in the message box. Click ‘Send’.

Submission of this application releases copyright of any and all copyrighted photographs. These photos will not be distributed by the ILCA outside of ILCA and will only be used by the ILCA for promotional and educational purposes.

Photograph Descriptions

For each of the photos, write a short description below.

· Descriptions may not exceed 50 words.

· Identify challenges, plant descriptions, client expectations, or site requirements.

· Try not to use vague terms such as ‘north view’ or ‘view from patio’.

· If available, include a ‘before’ photo to help tell your story and better demonstrate the transformation.
Photo Number and Description (not to exceed 50 words)
Before photo (optional) 1.) 

Before photo (optional) 2.) 

Before photo (optional) 3.) 

Before photo (optional) 4.) 

Remaining photos should be after the construction has been completed and at least four “after” photos are required. 
5.)
 


6.)
 

7.)
 

8.)
 

9.)
 

10.)
 

11.)
 

12.)
 

Project Poster:

Select four photographs (at least one vertical) to use for the poster that will be displayed on awards night. ILCA reserves the right to select different photographs if necessary, but your preferences will be first choice. Provide either the photograph name or number in the spaces below.

Premier Project Photograph (example: Photo5.jpg):
Additional Photograph 1:


Additional Photograph 2:


Additional Photograph 3:


Poster Photo Sizes: The premier photograph will be displayed at 12.25”w x 10”h. The vertical photograph will be displayed at 11.75”w x 13.5”h. The remaining two photographs will be displayed at approximately 12”w x 7”h. Photos do not need to match these dimensions but photos with these dimensions will ensure that nothing is cut out of the frame.

Submission of the application releases copyright of any and all copyrighted photos. These photos will not be distributed outside of ILCA and will only be used by ILCA for promotional and educational purposes. All photos must be sent to ILCA Headquarters by 4pm on October 12, 2015 (early) or October 29, 2015 (late). Photos can be sent via CD or posted to Dropbox. 

2015-2016 GENERAL ENTRY AND PROJECT INFORMATION
Judging Criteria

· All entries are judged independently and each on its own merit. Submissions are not judged against each other.

· Projects are not judged on size or budget.

· Projects are judged on quality of materials and workmanship, execution, function, aesthetic aspects, and presentation.

· In each category, there may be multiple or no winners of each Gold, Silver, and Merit Awards.
Member Entry Eligibility

· The following members are eligible to submit entries: Landscape contractors, landscape architects/designers using the installation or maintenance services of a member landscape contractor, independent grounds management firms, municipalities, golf courses, hospitals, or cemeteries.

· Members serving as project subcontractors are encouraged to submit Singular Feature projects on which the plant installation and/or maintenance was performed by a member.

· Member projects must be located in Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Indiana, Missouri, or Iowa.

· Non-member projects may submit entries following the same criteria except projects must be located in Illinois.
General Rules
· All parts of the entry become the property of the ILCA for purposes of education and promotion.

· All participating parties must agree to the submission of the project.

· A project may only be submitted in one category per year.

· No Gold Award-winning projects may be submitted in the same category within five years.
· Entries received after the final deadline, or which are incomplete, will be eliminated from the competition.

· Decisions of the judges are final.

This application packet must be emailed. Hard copies are not accepted. 

Due Dates:
(Early) October 12, 2015
(Late) October 29, 2015
Email the completed packet to:

information@ilca.net
Questions: 

Call: 630-472-2851 or visit the website at 
https://www.ilca.net/awards.aspx[image: image1.png]
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