
Landscape Awards Application - $450

Excellence in Landscape Awards Program Entry

Please note that your information is saved on our server as you enter it.

Project Information

Project Name *

SAMPLE

Project Address *

SAMPLE

Street Address

City

State

ZIP Code

Firm Information

Company Name *

SAMPLE

Contact Name *

SAMPLE

Address *

SAMPLE

Street Address

Step 1 of 7

14%
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City

State

ZIP Code

Phone *

(000) 000-0000

Fax

Contact Email *

SAMPLE@ILCA.NET

Company Website *

SAMPLE

Plaque Information
One framed certificate will be awarded to each recipient of a Gold, Silver, or Merit Award. Your
company name and project name will be listed on the certificate along with any additional names
listed below. Other entries will receive a Certificate of Recognition.

Project Name *

SAMPLE

Firm Name *

SAMPLE

Name 1

Title 1

 This is a joint project with an ILCA member design firm
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Name 2

Title 2

Name 3

Title 3

If you would like to have more than three names / titles on the certificate, email additional names to
thoute@ilca.net

Save and Continue Later
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Landscape Awards Application - $450

Excellence in Landscape Awards Program Entry

Please note that your information is saved on our server as you enter it.

Excellence in Landscape Awards Program Entry Project Category
(Choose only one)

Date Completed

mm/dd/yyyy

Date Completed

mm/dd/yyyy

Date Assumed:

mm/dd/yyyy

Step 2 of 7

28%

 Commercial Landscape Construction

 Less than one acre

 One acre or more

 Residential Landscape Construction

 $0-$50,000 - Boutique project

 $50,000 - $150,000 - Villa project

 $150,000 and up - Estate project

 Commercial Landscape Maintenance

 Less than one acre

 One acre or more
Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )
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Date Assumed:

mm/dd/yyyy

Honors in Excellence (optional)
The Sustainable Landscaping, Heritage, and Decade Honors status indicates additional levels of
achievement. To receive any one of these honors, the project must meet additional requirements. The
project may be a first time entry or a five (Heritage) or ten-year entry (Decade).

Sustainable Landscaping Honors
Applicants may apply for Sustainable Landscaping Honors in any category. They must complete the
Sustainable Construction or Maintenance supplements in order to be considered. If the project does
not receive Sustainable Landscaping Honors, it will not be eliminated but rather reviewed as a
traditional entry.

Decade and Heritage Honors

Heritage Status
The project was installed between 5-9 years ago and is being entered by the original installer or has
been maintained continuously by the same maintenance company for more than five years.

Decade Status
The project was installed more than nine years ago and is being entered by the original installer or has
been maintained continuously by the same maintenance company for more than ten years.

Honors in Excellence
Applicants may apply for Sustainable, Heritage and Decade Status in the following categories:

Commercial Landscape Construction
Residential Landscape Construction
Commercial Landscape Maintenance
Residential Landscape Maintenance

 Residential Landscape Maintenance

 Less than 15,000 square feet

 15,000 square feet or more

 Specialty Element

 Special Event

 Ecological Planting

Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )
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Sustainable Landscape Construction
Sustainable Landscape Maintenance

Check one:

Save and Continue Later

 Sustainable Landscape Maintenance Honors

 Sustainable Landscape Construction Honors

 Heritage Status Honors

 Decade Status Honors

 None
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Please note that your information is saved on our server as you enter it.

Project Attributes
Please indicate below: D = Designed, I = Installed, M = Maintained, S = Subcontracted, N = None or
Not Applicable

Feature

Attribute

Description

Example: Lawns

[x ]D [x]I [ ]M [ ]S [ ]N

Kentucky Blue Grass sod

Lawns

Lawns

Groundcovers

Step 3 of 7

42%

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N
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Groundcovers

Shrubs

Shrubs

Trees

Treees

Perennials

Perennials

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )
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Seasonal Displays (plantings/containers/decorations)

Seasonal Displays (plantings/containers/decorations)

Irrigation

Irrigation

Grading

Grading

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )
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Lighting

Lighting

Decks

Decks

Driveways

Driveways

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )
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Walkways

Walkways

Walls

Walls

Terraces/Patios

Terraces/Patios

Water Features

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N
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Water Features

Others

Others

D = Designed, I = Installed, M = Maintained, S = Subcontracted, N = None or Not Applicable

Save and Continue Later

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N

 D

 I

 M

 S

 N
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Please note that your information is saved on our server as you enter it.

Excellence in Landscape Awards Program Entry (Part 4)

Please answer the following 4 questions regarding the project.

1. What did the client want to accomplish? *

2. What were some of the challenges that needed to be overcome? *

3. How did you overcome those challenges? *

4. How did the final result meet expectations? *

Step 4 of 7

57%
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Project Summary (150 words or less)
Tell the story of your project. Proofread carefully before submitting, as the judges will be using this
description in their evaluations of your project. Do not include references to your company name or
other company identification. **The photo sequence you select will match your project description.
Some applicants select the photograph sequence first and write the narrative to match, and others
write the narrative first and then select the photo sequence that best matches.** Note: Summaries may
be edited for Gold Award voiceovers.

0 of 3050 max characters

Save and Continue Later

Previous

Next

Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )

SAMPLE

javascript:void(0);


display grid show structureForm Preview : ID 8

Landscape Awards Application - $450

Excellence in Landscape Awards Program Entry

Please note that your information is saved on our server as you enter it.

Excellence in Landscape Awards Program Entry (Part 5)

Photograph Submission Guidelines
Each project must have a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 12 photographs.
At least one photograph must be vertical.
You will need to submit a copy of your photos with an approximate size of 1200 x 1800 pixels
at 300 dpi. (Please note that submissions of low resolution photos are no longer required).
Change the file names on your photos to follow the sequence of your project description. For
example, name your files – photo1.jpg, photo2.jpg, photo3.jpg, etc…
Eliminate any company identification from photos or they will be disqualified.
Photos may not be altered to enhance finished product beyond adjustments to contrast and
brightness.
Photos may be submitted by the due date in one of two ways:

On a CD or flash drive mailed to the ILCA Headquarters. Write your company name and
the project name on the face of the CD or flash drive. Files must be jpeg only.
Upload your photos to Dropbox and email a link to information@ilca.net.

Sign up for a free account at https://www.dropbox.com/.
Upload your photos into a folder with your company name and project name on it.
Highlight your folder and click ‘Share link’.
Add information@ilca.net in the recipient box and write your company name and
project name in the message box. Click ‘Send’.

Submission of this application releases copyright of any and all copyrighted photographs. These
photos will not be distributed by the ILCA outside of ILCA and will only be used by the ILCA for
promotional and educational purposes and/or in any printed and digital ILCA publications.

Photograph Descriptions
For each of the photos, write a short description below.

Descriptions cannot exceed 50 words.
Identify challenges, plant descriptions, client expectations, or site requirements.
Try not to use vague terms such as ‘north view’ or ‘view from patio’.
If available, include a ‘before’ photo to help tell your story and better demonstrate the
transformation.

Photo Number

Step 5 of 7
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Description (not to exceed 50 words)

"Before Photo 1" (optional)

0 of 350 max characters

"Before Photo 2" (optional)

0 of 350 max characters

"Before Photo 3" (optional)

0 of 350 max characters

"Before Photo 4" (optional)

0 of 350 max characters

Remaining photos should be after the construction has been
completed and at least four "after" photos are required.

Photo 1 * Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )
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0 of 350 max characters

Photo 2 *

0 of 350 max characters

Photo 3 *

0 of 350 max characters

Photo 4 *

0 of 350 max characters

Photo 5

0 of 350 max characters
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Photo 6

0 of 350 max characters

Photo 7

0 of 350 max characters

Photo 8

0 of 350 max characters

Photo 9

0 of 350 max characters

Photo 10

0 of 350 max characters
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Photo 11

0 of 350 max characters

Photo 12

0 of 350 max characters

Project Poster

Select four photographs (one must be vertical) to use for the poster that will be displayed on
awards night. ILCA reserves the right to select different photographs if necessary, but your
preferences will be first choice. Provide either the photograph name or number in the spaces below.

Poster Photo A *

Poster Photograph B: *

Poster Photograph C: *

Must be a vertical shot

Poster Photograph D: *

Poster Photo Sizes: The premier photograph will be displayed at 12.25”w x 10”h. The vertical
photograph will be displayed at 11.75”w x 13.5”h. The remaining two photographs will be displayed at
approximately 12”w x 7”h. Photos do not need to match these dimensions but photos with these
dimensions will ensure that nothing is cut out of the frame. Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )

SAMPLE



Submission of the application releases copyright of any and all copyrighted photos.
These photos will not be distributed outside of ILCA and will only be used by ILCA for
promotional and educational purposes. All photos must be sent to ILCA Headquarters
by 4pm on October 3, 2022 (early) or October 17, 2022 (late). Photos can be sent via
CD or posted to Dropbox.

Save and Continue Later

Previous

Next
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Please note that your information is saved on our server as you enter it.

Sustainable Supplement for Landscape Construction Honors and
Sustainable Supplement for Landscape Maintenance Honors
If you are entering your project to receive a Sustainable Honor project designation, you are required to fill out
this sustainable supplement in addition to the rest of the award application. Applicants may apply for
Sustainable Landscaping Honors in any category. They must complete the Sustainable Construction or
Maintenance supplements in order to be considered. The supplements are reviewed by the ILCA Sustainable
Landscape Committee. The awards applications are reviewed by a separate panel of judges. If the project does
not receive Sustainable Landscaping Honors, it will not be eliminated but rather reviewed as a traditional entry.

The criteria used to evaluate the Sustainable Honor criteria is based on the Sustainable Sites Initiative™ SITES
v2 developed for sustainable land design and development. Please see http://www.sustainablesites.org/rating-
system for how to obtain more information about this initiative.

Sustainable Honors Criteria:
Submittals for Sustainable Landscape Construction must include 12 of those selections listed for this category.
Submittals for Sustainable Landscape Maintenance must include 10 of those selections listed for this category.
There is an opportunity to include descriptions of another feature not listed in the criteria under ‘Other.’ This
will be considered a replacement for one of the minimum criteria required.

Applications pursuing sustainable honors are judged based on aesthetics and the degree to which the
sustainable criteria are incorporated.
Please keep in mind:
A project with poor aesthetics is unlikely to win an award regardless of the sustainable landscaping practices
used. An aesthetically attractive project is also not likely to win Sustainable Honors if sustainable landscape
components are not well integrated into the construction and/or maintenance of the project. Your submittal
for Sustainable Landscape Construction must include at least 12 of the objectives listed for this category to be
considered. Submittals for Sustainable Landscape Maintenance must include 10 of those selections listed for
this category. Descriptions should be site and project specific, and provide enough detail to clearly answer the
information requested.

Check the appropriate box for the selected criteria. No more than 150 words for each answer please.

Sustainable Landscape Honors

Sustainable Landscape Construction Honors

Sustainable Landscape Maintenance Honors

Step 6 of 7

85%

 I am not submitting my project to receive a Sustainable Honor designation.
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Submit detailed responses for at least 12 objectives listed for Sustainable Construction
Methods explained below. Submittals for Sustainable Honors for Construction can
include actions taken during the landscape design and construction phases of the
project.

Submittals for Sustainable Honors for Sustainable Landscape Maintenance must include
responses to a minimum of 10 objectives listed below. All actions described are to have
been taken in the continued management of the site after construction has been
substantially completed.(Note that the property must have been maintained by your
company for three full landscaping seasons after completion of the installation/establishment
period to apply. Design and installation elements of the site are not applicable to an
application for Sustainable Landscape Maintenance)

Confirm the project does not use species whose use is regulated or discouraged by the City of Chicago or that
are identified by the Chicago Botanic Garden to be removed from (R) or phased out of (P) CBG’s collections. If
such invasive species were present on the property at the start of construction, identify the species and detail the
method of control used to remove each species and ensure they are not accidentally spread to a new area If
adjacent to a natural area, confirm the installation did not include any species on the CBG Watch List.
http://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/bacp/environmentdocs/landbasedinvasiveplantbrochure2011.pdf
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/research/identifying_threats/invasive

A Site Maintenance Plan has been prepared including short term actions and long term strategies to achieve
sustainable maintenance goals. Please briefly describe actions and goals included in the plan.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

An emphasis on the preservation of existing, special status, or healthy ‘old growth’ trees or flora as designated
by local, state, or federal entities. Describe the species included under this category and explain why. Describe
protective measures taken to ensure root damage to mature trees was avoided.

 Invasive Species Management

 Site Maintenance Plan

 Tree/Special Status Vegetation Preservation

 Invasive Species Management

Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )
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Removal of invasive species whose use is regulated by the City of Chicago or that are identified by the Chicago
Botanic Garden to be removed (R) from their collections. Provide a plan for control and eventual replacement of
species whose use is discouraged by the City of Chicago or identified for phase-out (P) from CBG collections.
Briefly describe how the site maintenance includes a plan for current and multi-year invasive species control and
management. For purposes of this submittal, provide an estimate of the effectiveness of the control plan over the
time period for which it has been instituted. Describe the key indicators that were used to determine the
effectiveness.
http://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/bacp/environmentdocs/landbasedinvasiveplantbrochure2011.pdf
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/research/identifying_threats/invasive

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

An emphasis on the preservation, enhancement or creation of native wildlife habitats. Describe the native wildlife
habitat(s) existing on the site before construction and the steps taken relative to their preservation and
enhancement. Describe new habitat(s) that were created and show the net increase in relation to open space.

An emphasis on plant health care and the maintenance of vegetation according to long term plans for the site.
Please describe the specific actions that have been taken and their outcomes with a preservation goal in mind. If
present, describe the native wildlife habitat(s) on the site and the steps taken relative to their ongoing
management and enhancement.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

 Habitat Preservation and Restoration

 Plant Preservation

Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )
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150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

Trees/vegetation were designed to reduce building heating and cooling requirements. Describe the planting
design elements taken to achieve this category. Explain how the effectiveness of the design was determined.

Minimum enrichment of soil and plants through compost or organic fertilizer. Describe the management plan to
keep soils healthy. Include strategies used to indicate if fertilizers are required. Identify which amendments have
been used and explain why they were selected as the least harmful option.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

More than 50% of the total quantity of planted species - independent of seeded or existing natural areas - are
native to the sites ecoregion. Plant choices may include native species or nativars. The calculation should be
based on plant quantities or square footage. Please provide a description of your calculations.

Use of an integrated pest management program (IPM). Describe the details of the IPM management program used
and how they were applied to the site. Include specific examples of species and/or pests and control treatments.
Describe ways in which chemical applications have been revised to minimize negative impacts to the landscape.

 Energy Reduction via Vegetation

 Soil Enrichment

 Native Plant Use

 Pest Management

Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )
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0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

The project was designed to reduce or eliminate long-term potable water use in the landscape beyond the
establishment period. Describe how this has been achieved using options such as captured/reclaimed rainwater,
recycled wastewater or greywater, air-conditioning condensate water, or water available from public agencies for
non-potable use. Provide an estimate of the percent reduction with a description of your calculations. (Water used
for vegetated athletic fields is exempt).

Use of a natural or organic lawn care program. Please describe the elements of the lawn care program that have
been used to create a natural or organic approach.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

The project was designed to include storm water Best Management Practices (BMPs) that, at a minimum, capture
and treat the amount of surface water runoff generated from impermeable surfaces on the site by a 1” rain event.
Please describe features implemented and how the calculations were made. See
http://www.rainxchange.com/calculator.php for a possible calculation resource.

 Potable Water Reduction

 Turf Care

 Storm Water Management
Viewport ( Width : 1626px , Height :752px )
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Safe removal and destruction of invasive or diseased plant material. Describe how the invasive and/or diseased
material was disposed of so that its spread was/is controlled.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

All or portions of hard surfaces were designed to use materials that support stormwater BMP’s, reduce heat
island effect, use regional materials or those with recycled content. Please describe and provide an estimate of
the percent of hard surfaces for the project that meet this criteria, product selections made and a description of
the sustainable surfaces that apply.

Humanely protect landscape from wildlife that is destructive to the landscape.Describe problem specifics and
actions taken.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

 Responsible Plant Disposal

 Eco-Friendly Surfaces

 Wildlife Deterrent

 Social/Human Experience Improvement
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Outdoor spaces were designed for mental restoration and/or social interaction. Describe how noise and other
potential distractions are minimized for mentally restorative spaces; include discussion of other design elements
that support the quality of these spaces (shade, optimized views, privacy, enhanced connection to nature, etc).
For spaces supporting social interaction, describe how spaces support people eating, working and playing
together. Spaces for mental restoration cannot be the same as those for enhanced social interaction.

Reduce the use of potable water in the landscape. How has the use of potable water been reduced by
maintenance actions. Please provide specific descriptions of actions and savings.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

The project was designed and installed to include production of food for human consumption. Please quantify
the area allocated for this purpose and include a brief description of the post-installation maintenance plan that
details practices for maintaining a food-producing garden.

Perform an annual check of irrigation heads and system to diminish unnecessary water loss. Describe the
elements and maintenance of the irrigation system that have been done to reduce unnecessary water use. Where
applicable, describe pre and post maintenance conditions and an estimate of the water savings.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

 Potable Water Reduction

 Food Production

 Irrigation System Care
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150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

Lighting for the project was designed and installed to reduce light trespass on adjacent properties and minimize
or eliminate night sky pollution. Please describe how this goal is achieved.

Water maintenance involves treatments that are not harmful to aquatic life, e.g. chlorine or bromine unless
required by local health code. Stagnant water is avoided to eliminate mosquito habitat. Describe the maintenance
program that is used to care for existing waterways, areas, or water features; include description of any chemical
applications.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

A portion of on-site materials, including but not limited to hardscape and landscape, were reused. Please
describe strategies for re-use and provide an estimate of the value of the cost saving achieved (soils are excluded
from this calculation).

Maintenance materials and green waste from the site is recycled or composted on site. Provide specific
information as to what material is covered by recycling and composting programs and describe how programs
are implemented and managed to maintain effectiveness.

 Light Pollution

 Water and Water Feature Care

 Site Resource Re-Use

 On-site Waste Management
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150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

Products used in the project included recycled content or were sourced from suppliers that document sustainable
harvesting. Please describe how renewable and eco-friendly products were used in the project.

Maintenance materials (pots, bags, etc.) and green waste from site are recycled or composted offsite at a
maximum distance of 50 miles. Provide specific information as to what material is covered by offsite recycling
and composting programs and describe how programs are implemented and managed to maintain effectiveness.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

The project was designed to include on-site sources that generate at least a portion of the outdoor electricity
needs for the property. Please describe the on-site renewable sources and how they were utilized for the energy
needs of the site. Sources could include solar, wind, geothermal and low impact hydro-power.

 Material Selection

 Offsite Waste Management

 Energy Creation

 Landscape Structure and Paver Care
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Maintain pavers and structures to ensure effectiveness. Describe processes used for maintaining structures and
paving in a way that minimizes environmental harm and ensures the materials continued effectiveness such as
clean permeable surfaces and low-emitting sealants.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

Equipment and/or fuels used during project installation limit air-pollution emissions. Please describe the
equipment selected such as a manual, low-emitting, or electric powered piece of equipment. Describe how it was
utilized in the project as a choice over a two-cycle engine or other high emissions option.

Use of zero-emission equipment or equipment that minimizes air-pollutants. Please describe the equipment that
is used that is applicable to this goal such as manual, low-emitting, or electric powered options. Include what
equipment maintenance is performed to ensure its continued performance and avoid transporting invasive
species and diseases between sites.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

 Emission Reduction

 Responsible Equipment

 Landfill Diversion
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On-site non-hazardous construction and demolition materials such as bricks, steel, wood, pavement, drainage
structures, vegetation, rocks and soils were composted and/or recycled during construction. (This does not apply
to land-clearing materials used on site in their existing form). Describe the types of materials and how they were
diverted.

Crews adhere to a maintenance schedule and use equipment that minimizes the public’s exposure to noise
pollution. Please describe how this is accomplished.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

Existing healthy soils were preserved in a soil protection zone (SPZ) to protect them from disturbance during
construction. Describe how SPZs were identified and how construction activities were managed to avoid
disturbance in these areas.

The project has a food production area that is used for human consumption. Please provide information on how
the food is distributed or consumed (if not on-site). Please describe the maintenance plan and plot management
actions that have been employed during the maintenance period.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

 Noise Pollution Control

 Soil Preservation

 Food Production
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150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

Soils disturbed by previous development or during construction were restored. Describe strategies used to
restore soils damaged by construction activity. To what depth were soils restored? What criteria were used to
assess the effectiveness of the restoration?

ILCA realizes the above list is not comprehensive. Please indicate any other sustainable landscaping practices
that demonstrate why this project should be considered for an Excellence in Landscape Award.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

Avoid unnecessary grading that compacts soils and exacerbates surface runoff. Describe how site grading met
this goal. Describe how divergence from the native contour was minimized.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

 Soil Restoration

 Other

 Topography Preservation

 Other
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ILCA realizes the above list is not comprehensive. Please indicate any other sustainable landscaping practices
that demonstrate why this project should be considered for an Excellence in Landscape Award.

150 Word Maximum:

0 of 1050 max characters

All tot (i)

0

All tot(ii)

0
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